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when serious depression or other psychiatric
disorders may be present. Too often in these
situations psychotropic medicines in large
doses may be administered with unnecessary
toxic side affects.

Let me tell one short story that exempli-
fies this unfortunate situation. A forty-year-
old woman with moderate mental retarda-
tion in an institution in a state not far from
here was very heavily sedated because of se-
vere aggressive behavior. Because of one
well-trained clinician this woman’s life was
completely turned around. he diagnosed her
as having a bi-polar affective disorder and
treated here with Lithium. Shortly there-
after, she returned to here community, ob-
tained a job and is now a productive member
of society in contact with family and friends.

Another unfortunate example is when a
non-retarded child is hyperactive he is often
diagnosed as having an attention deficit dis-
order and treated properly. but when a child
with mental retardation is hyperactive that
behavior is typically attributed to his men-
tal retardation and not adequately diagnosed
or treated. We do know that children with
attention deficit were very very rarely in-
cluded into ‘‘Federal studies’” on attention
deficit disorder.

What can we do to improve these dreadful
situation?

First, all psychiatric training should in-
clude exposure to children and adults with
mental retardation and the American Board
of Psychiatry and Neurology should require
such experiences for certification.

Secondly, most of us agree that the earlier
treatment is started, the more effective it is.
Therefore, when a young child with mental
retardation attends primary grades and acts
up that shouldn’t be automatically attrib-
uted to his mental retardation. The child
should be referred to the school psychologist
for proper diagnosis and treatment.

To accomplish all these goals, basic and
clinical research that can benefit people
with mental retardation and mental illness
should be a priority at the National Institute
of Mental Health working cooperatively with
the National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development and mentally retarded
must be included in new research.

Finally, we must remember that persons
with mental retardation are finding their
own voice, telling their own stories, remind-
ing the world that they are not to be pitied
nor neglected, but rather individuals with
ideas and feelings and dreams for their fu-
ture. They stand with us today announcing
their abilities and proclaiming that their
time has come. From the Special Olympics
Movement | have seen over and over again
their promise, their potential and their un-
bridled human spirit.

I am confident that this conference and
Mrs. Gore’s leadership will forcefully move
us into the next millennium where the men-
tal health needs of those with mental retar-
dation will be fully studied and addressed. |
look forward to hearing others’ thoughts and
comments on this critical issue.

I thank you for this opportunity to talk on
behalf of these wonderful human beings.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT L. EHRLICH, JR.

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, | missed 3 re-
corded votes because | was unavoidably de-
layed on June 7. | missed rollcall vote num-
bers: 167 on approving the Journal; 168 (H.R.
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435); and 169 (H.R. 1915). Had | been
present | would have voted “aye” on each of
the three votes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
absent from the House Chamber for rollcall
votes held the evening of Monday, June 7th.
Had | been present | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes 167, 168, and 169.

GUN CRIME PROSECUTION ACT OF
1999

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
today, | along with Congresswoman MCCAR-
THY and Congressman MOORE and other co-
sponsors introduce a bill that will put at least
one Federal prosecutor in every State to focus
upon prosecuting gun crimes.

There is no question that our nation is fac-
ing a growing scourge of gun violence that is
holding an increasing number of our commu-
nities under siege. Crimes committed with fire-
arms are among the most heinous, and should
be prosecuted as quickly and forcefully as
possible.

While the federal government has, in the
past, approached the problem of gun violence
by passing new federal laws and putting more
cops on the beat, there is nothing that can be
done to attack the problem if our prosecutors
do not have the resources they need to en-
force these existing laws.

Simply put, we must give them the re-
sources they need to fully enforce existing gun
laws. That is why we have introduced the Gun
Crime Prosecution Act of 1999.

This legislation will give every United States
Attorney for each judicial district an additional
Assistant US Attorney position whose sole
purpose would be the prosecution of crimes
committed with a firearm. Specifically, each
new prosecutor position would give priority to
violent crimes and crimes committed by fel-
ons. By committing a full-time position within
each US Attorney’s office to prosecuting gun
crimes, we will be giving our prosecutors the
tools they need to enforce the laws that al-
ready exist in statute.

We hope you will join us in this effort by
signing on to the Gun Crime Prosecution Act
of 1999, and giving our prosecutors the help
they need to make our communities safer.

The National Fraternal Order of Police en-
dorses this bill. The National President, Mr.
Gilbert Gallegos, states that this bill “address-
es a key component of crime control which
has been overlooked in much of the debate
about new firearms law—the need to provide
the resources to prosecute offenders.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to support
this bill.

June 9, 1999

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE,
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM,
Washington, DC, 27 May 1999
Hon. Tom UDALL,
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

Dear CONGRESSMAN UDALL, | am writing on
behalf of the 277,000 members of the National
Fraternal Order of Police to advise you of
our strong support of legislation you intend
to introduce in the House of Representatives
today.

The bill provides for an additional pros-
ecutor in each U.S. Attorney’s office who
will devote his or her time exclusively to the
prosecution of firearms crimes. Your legisla-
tion addresses a key component of crime
control which has been overlooked in much
of the debate about new firearms law—the
need to provide the resources to prosecute
offenders. We believe that a more vigorous
prosecution of the laws already on the books
will dramatically impact violent crime in
our nation, and we further believe that this
legislation will put our most dangerous
criminals—those who use guns—behind bars.

| salute your leadership on this issue and
want to thank you for reaching out to the
Fraternal Order of Police on this issue. If
there is anything we can do to help move
this legislation, please do not hesitate to
contact me or Executive Director Jim Pasco
through my Washington office.

Sincerely,
GILBERT G. GALLEGOS,
National President.

SHELLEY KENNEDY: A POSITIVE
INFLUENCE

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 1999

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, our communities
grow and succeed when there are strong lead-
ers who have a sense of loyalty to the com-
munity. | rise today to pay tribute to one such
person who made it her life’'s work to provide
her students, who needed a helping hand with
the tumultuousness of growing up, the extra
attention and support to be able to succeed. |
would like to commend Shelley Kennedy for
her years of dedication and service to the
thousands of young adults whose lives she
has profoundly touched.

Shelley, a native of Pennsylvania, moved to
Michigan to pursue a teaching degree at
Michigan State University. She epitomizes the
soul of caring and giving for youngsters and
began her lifelong career of teaching children
with special needs in the Detroit public
schools. She moved to my hometown of Bay
City, Michigan, in 1975 and continued her
work of making a positive and tremendous im-
pact on her students.

While teaching students at the Bay County
Juvenile Home, she realized that many of her
students returned to the home because they
continuously engaged in the same troubling
acts. In response, she and a colleague estab-
lished Bay County’'s only charter school in
1986 to provide more individual attention to
the students who needed extra guidance and
encouragement to keep them focused on the
importance of good education.

By lending a helping hand to the entire
spectrum of students, from teenaged parents
to juvenile offenders, Shelley Kennedy has
given many students a new beginning and a
new outlook on life. By teaching them these
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